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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome to All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Nancy Wood; Donna Simmons mother,


fighting cancer.   June Guyton; Donnie Harper;


Gary Humfleet’s wife Rowena; Donna


Simmons; Deanna Gilbert; Don Gilbert


James Timpane; Elaine Clem; Lloyd and


Liz Jackson; Jeff Dinsmore, James and Irene Adams; Holly Betterton’s mother done with radiation and chemo; for time being.


Grant Hicks injury to his hand. Liz Jackson 


father recovering from a heart attack.


Remember all our little ones and our


expecting Mothers; Anna Tramell (x2) Rana Slatton; 


 Congratulation to Kaleb and Lauren at the birth of Avery Michelle


Check the Members Blog for many who need


our prayer


____________________________________
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer—Steve Huff


Read Scripture—Jake McClendon 


 Song Leader----Eric Paige


Lord's Supper—Joe Phillips


   Asst. 1-----David Ditter


   Asst. 2-----Tony Waite


   Asst. 3-----Daryl Heiser


   Asst. 4-----Josh Nave


   Asst. 5-----Daniel Blackford


2nd Prayer---Preston Jackson


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Dion Clark


Closing Prayer----Lloyd Jackson 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Don Gilbert


Scripture Read----Brad Bowman


Song Leader-----Drew Bowman


Second Prayer----Todd Reynolds


Sermon-----Steven Tramell


Announcements---Dion Clark


Closing Prayer---Grant Gay 


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader----Ryan Reels


 Invitation---Cecil Douthitt 


 Closing Prayer---Wayne Eastes


___________________________________


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call 


Cecil Douthitt @ 770 894 1677


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 
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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





MOUNTAIN VIEW


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Cecil Douthitt


(770) 894-1677


Ken Gay


(678) 525-4552


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















Seed For


THOUGHT




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)








SOMETHING HAS CHANGED





    In his book, “Index of Leading Cultural Indicators”, March 1993, ii William J. Bennett wrote in the introduction, “Over the years, teachers have been 


asked to identify the top problems in America’s public schools. In 1940 teachers identified talking out of turn, chewing gum, making noise, running in the halls, cutting in line, dress code infractions and littering.  When asked the same question in 1990, teachers identified drug abuse, alcohol abuse, pregnancy, suicide, rape, robbery and assault. 


     On the surface such a contrast in moral behavior seems shocking but when it evolves over 50 years it has a way of slipping up on us without too much notice. The breakdown of the home and moral teaching leads to sin and its consequences and one of the consequences is a failure to honor and worship God. When this happens, it does not take long for sin 


to lose its identity. One can only wonder what the last 20 years have added to this problem.


     Something has changed, and unless we as a nation recognize that there is a problem and get back to what builds character we will continue to fall into moral decay.  In his article, “The Life Benefits of Regular Church Attendance” Neil MacQueen raises the proposition, “What if I told you there is a well researched and statistically proven program that can: 


and list ten benefits for children that include, increased life expectancy, reduced risk from alcohol, tobacco and drugs, suicide, depression, committing a crime, rebelliousness, and binge drinking, improves their attitude in school, their odds of a happy life and provides them with a lifelong moral compass.” 


				Cont. on Page 3) 








Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Christians Are Debtors


By Brent Lewis





Those of us who belong to the family of God have some spiritual debts we are obligated to pay.  Debts are usually a burden to people but these debts are actually a blessing to us, to others, and to God.  Consider five spiritual debts a Christian owes.








anything except to love one another …"  Your greatest debt is love. Don't fall short of paying this debt.  The first commandment is that you love God; the second is that you love your neighbor as yourself (Mark 12:28-31); and the third is that you keep the two together.  John says, "If someone says, 'I love God,' and hates his brother, he is a liar" (1 John 4:20).


      The law is necessary and government is essential to enforce the law, but Christians live by a higher law.  They obey the law because they love others.  In that sense, love is the fulfillment of the law.  When you love people, you have no desire to lie about them, steal from them, or kill them.  Your only desire is to do them good.


5.  Our debt to weaker Christians (Romans 14:1-15:13).   "We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the weak" (15:1).  The Christian assemblies in Rome were apparently divided over observing special days and following special diets.  Some of this came from the long-standing difference in practices of Jews and Gentiles.


      Some of the "strong" saints despised their "weaker" brothers for not participating in things they could with good conscience engage in.  The "weak" believers condemned the "strong" ones for doing these things.  It was a bad situation all around and both groups were at fault.


      Paul's solution was:  (1) receive each other because Christ has received you, 14:1-12; (2) build each other up, don't tear each other down, 14:13-23; and (3) seek to please each other as you please Christ, 15:1-7.  We all have a debt to one other to receive one another and bear one another's infirmities in love.








					





Cont. from Page 1


Is there such a program? Yes, there is and it is supported by research from several major universities and research groups’ nationwide.  It is called “active church participation. 


     He goes on to say that “In study after study, children who actively engage in a faith community on a regular basis are rewarded with significantly reduced likelihood of problems and risk and significantly improved odds of a happier, healthier, longer life. These studies show the same results for adults as well. (so, it is not a drop them off at church and pick them up two hours later proposition. ( JP)  In a search for “what works” researchers keep turning up “active participation” in a “faith community” as the one consistent potent factor in raising up children in the way they should go.”


     As a child of God, does this surprise you?   You will get no argument from me that the responsibility of teaching children God’s ways lies directly with Godly parents at home. But, can anyone deny that active participation in the assembly of saints and bible study classes adds to and reinforces what they get at home? It gives them a place to practice doing what is pleasing to God and like it or not sometimes it is all they get. God alone knows what is best for us.  Jesus asks, “If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? Or if he asks a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent”? (Luke 11:11) 


     Although, this message may never touch the lives of those caught up in the current school tragedy, it may very well be the only answer to it not happening again.


    


		Joe Phillips	











   1.  Our debt to a lost world (Romans 1:14-27).  Paul argued persuasively in the first three chapters of Romans that everyone is a lost sinner.  This included the pagan Gentile (1:18-32) and the religious Jew (2:1 - 3:8)--in fact, the whole world (3:9-20).


      God, of course, has provided salvation for all men in sin.  This great news should motivate and encourage Christians to get the word out.  Christ's love constrained Paul (2 Corinthians 5:14) to take the message of hope throughout the Roman Empire.  It ought to compel us to do likewise.


      We cannot pay this debt simply by giving money for others to go to foreign lands and praying for those who go, but we must present ourselves to others as living sacrifices (Romans 12:1-2), starting at home.  All men without Christ are lost.  What am I doing about it?


2.  Our debt to the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:12-14).   "Therefore, brethren, we are debtors--not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh … For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God."  The Christian owes nothing to the old man that causes sin in our lives (Galatians 5:19-21; Mark 7:20-23).  Paul said, "For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good dwells" (Romans 7:18).


      Our debt is to the Holy Spirit who lives in us and makes our bodies His temple (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).  He has inspired the word of God (2 Peter 1:21) and then used that word to convict us of sin and reveal the Savior (John 16:7-11).





 








When we obeyed the Lord, He gave us the assurance that we are children of God (Romans 8:14-16).


      What an obligation we owe to the Holy Spirit of God!  But how do we go about paying this great debt?  We do it by devoting ourselves to the things that are important to the Holy Spirit.  We take good care of our bodies, which are His temples, and thus live a life separated from sin and yielded to God (2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1).  We spend time reading His word, giving the Spirit opportunity to transform us and make us more like the Lord Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 3:18).


      We can never fully repay the Holy Spirit for all the blessings he has brought to our lives, but we can at least acknowledge our indebtedness and determine to please Him.


3.  Our debt to human government (Romans 13:1-7).  Paul teaches us that governmental authority has been established by God so that the government official is actually a "minister of God."  As such, he deserves respect and obedience.  We may not respect the person but we must respect the office.


      The purpose of government is to protect and reward the good and punish the evil.  Christians have a debt to government because this authority was given by God, and because officials bear the word and can punish those who break the law and can punish those who break the law (Romans 13:1-4).  We should obey for conscience' sake (13:5-7) because we will one day answer to a higher authority.


4.  Our debt of love to our neighbors (Romans 13:8-10).  "Owe no one 














